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therefore, means " stream town " and is linguistically connected with
the names of the rivers Rhone, Rhine, Aare, Ruhr, Reuss, Rio, etc.
Italy ( = vitalia) means simply "pasture land." Britain comes from
the Welsh word brython. Albion means " highland " (the Celtic alb>
alpen, apennine = high) and not "white land," as the Romans falsely
inferred from its chalk cliffs.
An Aryan word related to " Alb " gave the name to the Albanians
in the Balkans. Before France received its name from the conquering
Franks it was called Gaul. This Celtic G becomes W in the Germanic
pronunciation; thus Wales is Galles in Preach and is linguistically
identical with the Canton Wallis (Valais); there are common features,
too, in the names of the Spanish province of Galicia, and Portugal.
Belgium derives its name from the Germanic Belgae who entered its
territory in 750 B.C. Spain was given its name by the Phoenicians, who
called it Shapan (" rabbit land "). Similarly the Canary Islands means
"dogs' islands," and the Azores "hawks' islands."
RUSSIA   NAMED   BY   FINNS
Sweden and Switzerland, which are widely separated geographically,
are said nevertheless to have an historical-linguistic connexion, inasmuch
as in A.D. 867 a band of Normans settled in the Swiss valley known as
the Haslital and gave Switzerland its name. The Finns who dwelt on
the Dnieper and saw the river fleets of the Northmen called the latter
rodsen (rowers), whence came the name Russians and Russia. Canaan,
like Holland, means " Netherlands," i.e., low-lying land. Holstein is
so called after its inhabitants, who once dwelt in the Holz (German for
" woods "). Bohemia was once the home of the Celtic Boii, ,who,
mingling with the Avars, also gave Bavaria its name.
The Romans called all the Hellenes after a small tribe which was
the first to become known to them: the Graeci, on the Adriatic Sea, and
it is a curious fact that in the Middle Ages the Greeks called themselves
Romai, namely Romans. Germany (which is called Deutschland by
the Germans themselves) was given this name (Germania) by the
Romans, while the French and Spanish called it after the German tribe
situated nearest to France: the Alemanni.
GERMANY'S   DEBT   TO   ITALY
The people to whom the Gauls first applied the name of Germani
(Celtic "neighbour," Latin germanus, "related") were the Celticized
Germanic tribes of the Eburones, in the Ardennes. Professor Hennig
has explained that the word "Germane" means "dwelling near
therms," as, for instance, the inhabitants of Baden are called after the
springs of Baden-Baden, and those who dwelt near the springs of La
Mancha in Spain were called gcrmani in antiquity. The word " warm,"
says the professor, is of Aryan origin and occurs in the names Wurms, /
Bourbon, and the world-famous Thermopylae (hot-gates).
There is little doubt about the Germans* own name for their conntrv